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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 19404 

FROM AMBASSADOR LODGE'S OFFICE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BU 

SUBJECT: RECENT VATICAN-BULGARIAN TALKS 
REF: ROME 18412 

1 . SUBSEQUENT TO REFTEL WE HAVE HAD AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO DISCUSS WITH BOTH FOREIGN MINISTER CASAROLI AND 
VATICAN DESK OFFICER FOR BULGARIA THEIR TRIP TO 
BULGARIA NOVEMBER 3-10. FLLOWING INFORMATION IS IN 
ADDITION TO WHAT WAS PROVIDED IN REFTEL. 

2. PRESIDENT ZHIVKOV APPARENTLY CONCENTRATED ON 
HELSINKI FLLOW-UP AT GREAT LENGTH, STRESSING THAT 
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NOT TO ASSUME APPEARANCE OF TRIBUNAL AND THAT DIS 
CUSSIONS AT BELGRADE SHOULD ENCOMPASS PROGRESS MADE 
IN ALL THREE BASKETS. 

3. VATICAN REPRESENTATIVES CONCENTRATED ON CHURCH/ 
STATE ISSUES AND TABLED VARIOUS MATTERS FOR RESOLU- 
TION. OF PRIMARY IMPORT ANHCE TO VATICAN IS GOB 
RECOGNITION OF LEGAL PRESENCE OF CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
BULGARIA. APPLICATION FOR THIS PURPOSE HAS BEEN 
PENDING AT THE BULGARIAN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SINCE 1949. OTHER ISSUES RELATE TO THE TRAINING 
OF A VERY MODEST NUMBER (5-6) OF SEMINARIANS IN 
ROME, THE TEACHING OF CATECHISM, AND ARRANGEMENT 
FOR CHURCH TO PRINT AND/OR IMPORT RELIGIOUS MATERIALS. 
THE VATICAN IS PRESENTLY WAITING FOR GOB RESPONSES 
AND REMAINS OPTIMISTIC THAT GOB WILL BE FORTHCOMING 
ON MOST ISSUES BUT PARICULARLY ON THE IMPORT ISSUE 
OF LEGAL RECOGNITION. ON ISSUE OF RECOGNITION 
VATICAN EXPECTS SOME HELP FROM THE GREEK ORTHODOX 
PATRIARCH MAXIM. (APPARENTLY FOREIGN MINISTER 
CASAROLI WAS WELL RECEIVED BY PATRIARCH JUSTIAN 
DURING A COURTESY CALL.) IN THE MEANTIME 
VATICAN WAS PLEASED THAT GOB HAS ALLOWED ANOTHER 
CATHOLIC PRIEST TO MAKE A PILGRIMAGE TO ROME 
DURING LAST TWO WEEKS. VOLPE 
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